Occupational Injuries and
lliInesses and Work-related
Fatalities

Technical Note

The series covers two separate programs of the Buredatal work injuries as well as detailed information on how
of Labor Statistics—the annual Survey of Occupational Inthese events occurred. Because studies have shown that no
juries and llinesses (SOII) and the Census of Fatal Occupaingle source captures all worker deaths, multiple data
tional Injuries (CFOI). Data from both programs are usedources are used to identify, verify, and profile fatal work
by employers, workers, and safety and health specialists injuries. Death certificates, State and Federal workers’ com-
efforts to prevent job-related injuries and illnesses and lessgensation reports, Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
the severity of those that do occur. istration (OSHA) fatality reports, news media, coroner,

The SOIl, in cooperation with State agencies, gathermedical examiner, and autopsy reports, State motor vehicle
information from employers on the number of nonfatalfatality reports, and follow-up questionnaires are among
work-related injuries and illnesses. Each year the survethe major sources used to compile the Federal Government'’s
provides estimates by industry and by State of the numbenost complete count of job-related fatalities.
and incidence of workplace injuries and illnesses, and the Information such as type of incident and machinery
number of injuries and illnesses that involve lost work timeor equipment involved; nature of injury and part of body
The median number of days away from work and the peraffected; occupation, age, race, and sex of the worker;
cent distribution of days away from work by industry areand industry of the employer is collected for each fatal
also given. injury.

For workers with injuries and illnesses involving time  Summary tables are released approximately 8 months
away from work, the survey estimates the number and peafter the end of the reference year. Profiles of fatalities
cent distribution by occupation, sex, age, race, Hispanioccurring to specific groups of workers, or for specific types
origin, and length of service. Numbers, percent distribuef events, or for those involving certain types of equipment
tions, and incidence rates are also calculated by detailest machinery are also possible.
nature of injury and illness, part of body affected, source of
the injury or illness, and type of event or exposure Ieadm%dditional information

to the incident. Cross tabulations of the worker character- S .
. L . ) For more detailed information on these programs, contact
istics and injury/illness circumstances are also availabl

: oo She Office of Safety, Health, and Working Conditions, Bu-
The median and percent distribution of days away from 2

. reau of Labor Statistics, 2 Massachusetts Ave. NE, Room
work are estimated for each worker and case characte

wo 3180, Washington, DC 20212.
Istic.

Additional information can be obtained from the an-
nual bulletin:Occupational Injuries and llinesses: Counts,
Rates, and Characteristics.

The CFOI collects a systematic, verifiable count of all

Telephone(202) 606-6175
E-mail: CFOI staff@ bls.gov
Internet:http://stats.bls.gov/oshhome.htm
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TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for

selected occupations, 1996

Al Laborers, Nursing aides, Janitors and
Characteristic . Truckdrivers except orderlies, and
occupations . cleaners
construction attendants
Total number of cases .......cccccceeveevveeeen.. 1,880,525 152,803 108,521 93,569 46,925
Percent of total by characteristic—
Gender:
MEBN it 65.9 93.7 84.4 8.9 72.1
WOMEN .ottt 33.0 6.2 14.6 90.7 26.3
Age (in years):
14to 15 1 - A4 - 1
16to 19 3.9 2.4 5.9 3.3 3.3
20to 24 12.3 6.4 17.6 15.6 9.8
2510 34 29.8 28.7 33.0 31.9 27.8
35t0 44 27.2 31.2 23.7 25.7 25.5
45 to 54 16.2 20.3 11.2 14.0 17.2
55 to 64 6.7 7.5 4.2 6.6 10.6
65 and over 9 1.0 5 7 1.8
Length of service with employer:
Less than 3 months ........ccccoeeviiinnnnen. 12.5 9.8 19.5 13.9 13.8
3to 11 months ......... 18.2 18.5 21.9 23.7 20.0
lto5years ....... 31.3 28.4 29.4 34.3 32.4
More than 5 years .... 26.9 30.9 19.1 17.5 23.8
NOt reported ........ccceeeveeeiiiie e 111 12.4 10.2 10.6 10.0
Race or ethnic origin:
White, non-Hispanic ..........cccccceevevvennnnen. 53.3 55.0 48.2 51.6 42.0
Black, non-Hispanic 8.8 6.9 11.0 19.3 12.6
HISPANIC ..oocevieiiieiee e 9.0 5.6 10.7 4.8 17.2
Asian or Pacific Islander .............c..cc....... 1.4 .6 .9 1.3 1.1
American Indian or Alaskan Native ... 4 2 3 .3 4
Not reported .........ccoecveeviiniieniceecce 27.1 31.7 28.9 22.8 26.8
Major industry division:
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing? ........... 2.0 .9 11 - 1.0
MINING3 oo .8 7 15 - -
CONSLIUCON ...evviiiieiiiiiee e 9.7 3.3 - - .6
Manufacturing ..........cccoceeviiiiiennennnn. 24.6 8.6 34.7 - 155
Transportation and public utilities34 .. 11.9 52.9 6.4 - 2.5
Wholesale trade ...........cccceeeriieeennnen. 7.7 17.6 26.8 - 2.6
Retail trade ........cccceeviiiiiiiiieiiieee 17.1 9.5 15.4 - 14.3
Finance, insurance, and real estate .. 2.3 A 17 5 13.9
SEIVICES iiiiiiiiieeeee et 23.9 6.5 12.4 99.5 49.6
Number of days away from work:
L s 16.7 10.2 19.4 15.4 16.6
2 e 13.1 9.7 13.3 15.2 13.6
B0 5 i 20.6 19.4 20.1 23.7 24.0
61010 ...... 13.2 13.7 12.8 14.4 11.1
11to 20 11.7 13.8 11.3 11.0 12.0
21t0 30 ....... 6.2 7.2 55 55 5.4
31 0OrMOre ..oooccvveerreeenineeene 185 26.1 17.6 14.8 17.4
Median days away from work ................. 5 10 5 5 5

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for
selected occupations, 1996 — Continued

" Construction Stock .
Characteristic Assemblers | Carpenters handlers Cashiers Cooks
aborers
and baggers
Total number of cases ...........ccccveeeeeveeeennen. 44,003 43,724 33,527 31,940 30,907 30,668
Percent of total by characteristic—
Gender:
MEN <ot 63.0 96.9 97.9 64.6 25.2 49.7
WOMEN i 36.4 25 1.8 30.8 73.9 49.3
Age (in years):
14to0 15 - - - - 15 -
16 to 19 2.3 4.9 2.8 11.6 15.9 9.6
20to 24 125 19.8 9.7 21.1 16.8 12.9
2510 34 29.5 334 324 28.3 24.8 27.4
35t0 44 30.2 26.3 30.9 18.4 16.5 24.4
45to 54 17.9 8.8 14.7 9.4 15.3 12.7
55 to 64 5.9 3.2 6.1 3.3 5.2 9.8
65 and over 5 5 2 1.3 1.6 1.7
Length of service with employer:
Less than 3 months ........cccceoiviiicniiniinns 10.5 27.6 17.6 16.8 18.9 18.6
3to 11 months ........ 14.3 25.5 20.3 16.8 20.6 23.6
lto5years ... 32.3 28.5 31.6 28.7 25.6 32.3
More than 5 years ... 29.4 9.4 23.2 17.0 17.9 15.9
NOt reported .......cocovevveeiieiiiieeeeeee e 13.4 8.9 7.2 20.8 17.0 9.7
Race or ethnic origin:
White, non-Hispanic .........cccccoeveenieeninnne. 49.1 55.3 725 43.5 56.6 525
Black, non-Hispanic ... 7.3 8.0 1.9 6.6 4.7 15.2
HISPANIC ..ovveieciieciiccceee e 8.4 16.2 6.0 6.3 5.0 11.2
Asian or Pacific Islander ............ccccoceeiernne. 1.6 .6 5 7 1.0 1.9
American Indian or Alaskan Native 4 .6 7 5 - 2
NOt reported .......cccvevvevieeieeeeceeeee e 33.3 19.2 18.3 42.3 32.3 18.9
Major industry division:
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing? ................ .2 - - .3 - -
MINING3 .o - - A 1 - -
CONSIIUCHION oot 15 98.2 77.2 1 - 11
Manufacturing .........cccoceeeenceniinne 89.1 5 9.3 6.2 2 7
Transportation and public utilities3.4 ............ 3 .6 3 .8 2 4
Wholesale trade .........c.ccceecverieens 3.4 - 1.7 10.1 14 5
Retail trade .......ccccooveiieiiiiiiiiee 15 - 5.6 80.6 89.6 63.8
Finance, insurance, and real estate ............ - 3 1.1 - 7 .8
SEIVICES ..oveiiiiieeeee sttt 3.9 3 4.6 19 7.8 32.8
Number of days away from work:
L 17.3 12.7 14.4 17.2 175 20.6
2 e 12.2 11.4 14.3 17.0 12.8 10.3
B0 5 i 16.8 19.8 17.2 23.3 22.0 26.9
6to 10 13.9 13.0 13.6 12.7 15.6 15.9
11t0 20 11.6 11.8 10.7 111 115 111
21t030 ......... 6.8 8.5 6.5 5.5 6.6 6.3
31 0rMOre ...ccccecvvevveeeeeieeene 215 22.9 23.3 13.2 13.9 8.9
Median days away from work ...................... 7 8 7 4 5 5

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for
selected occupations, 1996 — Continued

Al Laborers, Nursing aides, Janitors and
Characteristic . Truckdrivers except orderlies, and
occupations . cleaners
construction attendants
Percent of total by characteristic—
Nature of injury, illness:
SPrains, StrainNs ......ccccevevveeriieeesiereeeeee s 43.6 51.2 41.9 67.1 47.4
Fractures ........cccoocevviiieeinnns 6.4 7.2 6.5 1.7 5.4
Cuts, lacerations, punctures . 8.3 4.1 9.1 1.0 8.7
AMPULALIONS ..o 5 A 5 - .3
Bruises, CONtUSIONS ........ccceevieerieeniieiieenene. 9.3 9.1 11.3 5.6 8.5
Heat burns ............... 15 3 9 .2 15
Chemical burns .6 A4 .9 1 15
Carpal tunnel syndrome ..........ccccceevvveieenne 1.6 2 .9 7 5
TendonitiS ......coovviiiiiiiiiriee e 9 4 1.0 .6 .3
Multiple injuries .........cccceeuee. 3.2 3.9 3.4 1.9 1.9
With fractures and burns ... 6 .6 5 1 3
With sprains and bruises ........ 1.1 15 1.0 9 7
Soreness, pain, including back . 6.7 6.9 6.4 11.6 7.1
Back painonly .......ccccccevevneenn. 2.8 2.7 2.9 5.6 3.5
All other Natures .........ccoceeeviiieeniiee e 17.3 16.1 17.2 9.6 16.8
Part of body affected:
Head 6.6 4.3 7.3 23 7.0
Eye 35 1.7 4.6 7 3.8
Neck 1.8 2.7 18 2.8 1.3
Trunk 38.1 43.9 38.5 57.9 37.8
Shoulder 5.1 6.7 5.5 7.1 4.4
Back 26.1 28.8 26.1 44.4 27.1
Upper extremities ... 22.6 145 215 12.0 19.7
WISt oo 5.0 3.2 3.9 45 3.6
Hand, except finger ........cccccvieiiiiiennnnn. 4.0 2.8 4.3 14 4.5
FINGET i 8.1 3.8 8.4 1.9 6.8
Lower extremities ... 20.0 20.7 22.3 13.1 22.3
Knee ......ccoevvvneenn 6.8 7.2 5.8 5.6 6.7
Foot, toe ....... 4.9 4.1 7.7 2.2 5.2
Body systems .............. 1.4 .6 .8 1.3 14
Multiple parts of body .. 8.6 12.6 7.1 10.0 9.8
All other parts of body ..........cccocvveviiinicnnene .9 .6 .6 5 7
Source of injury, illness:
Chemicals and chemical products ............... 1.9 .9 2.2 7 3.8
CoNtaiNers ........ccocevvvieeneieeieeens 14.5 17.5 235 12 16.2
Furniture and fixtures 3.6 2.4 3.2 3.9 7.5
Machinery .........ccccceee... 6.6 3.3 6.9 5 5.8
Parts and materials ............ 111 8.9 15.9 .8 5.6
Worker motion or position .................. 14.5 13.3 10.8 8.5 13.9
Floors, walkways, ground surfaces ... 16.2 19.6 10.8 10.7 21.7
Tools, instruments, and equipment ... 4.3 15 4.5 2 5.6
VehiCleS .....ooiiiiiiiiiec e 8.0 22.8 8.9 2.9 4.2
Health care patient ...........ccccoviieniiienneenn. 4.6 A - 60.6 -
All other Sources .........cccocviiiiiiicniiiiecie 14.7 9.7 13.3 10.0 15.6

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for

selected occupations, 1996 — Continued

- Construction Stock .
Characteristic Assemblers | Carpenters handlers Cashiers Cooks
aborers
and baggers
Percent of total by characteristic—

Nature of injury, illness:
Sprains, Strains ........c.ccoovvvveneieieeeeees 40.5 36.9 37.6 53.5 48.9 30.1
Fractures ........ccccovvieeninnne 4.6 12.6 10.6 35 6.7 2.9
Cuts, lacerations, punctures 9.6 11.7 18.7 7.2 5.6 22.2
AMPULALIONS ...eeeviiieieeeee e 7 14 7 - - 4
Bruises, CONtUSIONS ......ccccoveriiiienienienicane 8.3 8.6 6.1 13.8 11.0 9.7
Heat burns .............. 5 .8 1 4 1.0 17.5
Chemical burns .6 .8 1 .3 .9 .3
Carpal tunnel syndrome ..........cccccooeeeeneen. 5.0 .8 1.0 1.0 3.9 .6
Tendonitis ......cccoveviiieiieie e 3.2 2 3 .8 .6 3
Multiple injuries ................. 2.8 2.6 2.7 2.2 4.5 4.6
With fractures and burns ... 1.3 9 .6 1 1.6 3
With sprains and bruises .......... .6 .6 5 11 1.9 15
Soreness, pain, including back ... 6.5 6.9 4.4 5.6 6.0 4.2
Back painonly ........ccccoevennns 2.2 2.8 2.2 2.1 25 1.7
All other natures ........ccccoeevvvieenieenieennne 17.7 16.8 17.7 11.7 10.9 7.4

Part of body affected:

Head ..o 5.9 7.8 7.7 5.2 3.7 4.8
Eye ... 3.9 4.2 5.6 1.9 9 2.0
Neck ... 1.7 15 14 15 2.3 3
Trunk ............ 34.9 34.7 32.6 46.3 37.9 215
Shoulder 6.3 45 35 5.0 5.4 2.0
BACK ..oviieieieec e 22.7 233 23.1 32.7 26.2 13.2
Upper extremities ... 36.1 23.8 25.1 18.1 23.9 47.1
WISt v 111 4.1 44 4.2 8.5 45
Hand, except finger ........cccccovvviviienicnnne 5.2 4.2 5.7 3.8 4.3 10.1
[T 1= R 12.2 104 10.2 54 4.8 215
Lower extremities ... 13.2 23.7 24.1 233 22.7 16.8
Knee .....cccceevninnene 5.0 5.9 7.4 7.0 5.9 9.7
Foot, toe ........ 3.2 7.0 5.5 8.1 8.3 3.2
Body systems ............ 1.5 9 1.0 .6 15 .8
Multiple parts of body .... 6.2 7.1 7.8 45 7.5 8.2
All other parts of body .........cccoevecviricnnenn 5 5 .6 5 5 5

Source of injury, illness:
Chemicals and chemical products ............ 21 14 .6 1.4 1.7 2.0
CONLAINETS ..o 9.9 6.5 2.8 38.2 29.4 17.7
Furniture and fixtures . 43 2.0 3.6 3.6 4.3 21
Machinery .................. 8.0 7.5 3.6 6.2 3.1 13.3
Parts and materials ........... 19.6 26.0 26.0 3.6 2.4 4
Worker motion or position .............. 27.5 10.3 13.3 11.9 17.8 7.9
Floors, walkways, ground surfaces ... 8.2 16.2 20.1 10.9 19.9 219
Tools, instruments, and equipment ............. 6.4 9.5 9.2 3.6 25 11.2
VERICIES ...vvieiiiiiiiiieeee e 3.8 5.4 2.3 9.2 5.2 24
Health care patient ..........ccceveeeieniienne. - - - - - 1
All Other SOUICES ........cccvevveiiiieiciicien 10.3 15.2 18.5 11.5 13.8 211

See footnotes at end of table.
Compensation and Working Conditions Winter 1998



TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for
selected occupations, 1996 — Continued

o Al _ Laborers, Nursin_g aides, Janitors and
Characteristic occupations Truckdrivers except orderlies, and cleaners
construction attendants
Percent of total by characteristic—
Event or exposure:

Contact with objects and equipment ........... 26.2 18.4 34.8 7.8 23.4
Struck by object .........ccoceiiiiiiiiis 12.7 8.9 17.4 35 11.7
Struck against object .......... 6.8 5.2 7.2 2.7 7.0
Caught in equipment or object ... 4.3 2.7 6.6 1.2 3.1

Fall to lower level .................. 5.2 9.5 3.8 11 8.4

Fall to same level .........cccoceiiiiiieniiineen. 11.7 10.4 7.3 9.6 14.5

Slips, trips, loss of balance—uwithout fall ..... 3.2 3.3 2.1 1.9 5.4

OVErEXErtion .......ccceevueenieeiieeiie e 28.0 28.5 31.6 59.7 27.5
Overexertion in lifting .... 16.6 15.6 195 32.9 16.8

Repetitive motion ............ 3.9 8 2.4 9 1.9

Exposure to harmful substances . 4.6 15 3.9 2.2 6.2

Transportation accidents .......... 4.1 11.6 4.1 2.1 1.7

Fires and explosions ...........ccccevcveinecineennn. 2 2 .2 - 3

Assaults and violent acts .........cccccceeevcieene 1.3 7 3 6.2 4
By person 1.0 2 1 5.9 .2
By other than person ...........ccccciviiennnnnn. 3 .6 2 4 2

All other events ........cccccovvveiiiie v 115 15.0 9.6 8.4 10.2

See footnotes at end of table.
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TABLE E-1. Percent distribution of days-away-from-work cases,! by selected characteristics of workers and cases for
selected occupations, 1996 — Continued

. Stock
Characteristic Assemblers Ccl)nstrucuon Carpenters handlers Cashiers Cooks
aborers
and baggers
Percent of total by characteristic—
Event or exposure:

Contact with objects and equipment ........... 29.5 37.1 37.9 28.9 18.8 30.3
Struck by object ......... . 14.0 21.4 21.9 16.9 115 15.9
Struck against object ............. . 7.3 7.4 8.1 6.2 5.7 8.8
Caught in equipment or object ................... 54 4.9 2.8 4.6 11 4.0

Fall to lower level ...........ccoceiiiiiiiiiinis 2.3 10.2 13.3 3.2 2.7 5

Fall to same level ...........ccooveiiiiiiiiiiiiis 6.6 7.3 7.8 8.6 18.2 24.1

Slips, trips, loss of balance—without fall ..... 2.3 2.7 25 1.6 4.7 4.6

OVverexertion .........ccccevveeveenieiinicicsesen 27.0 24.9 20.9 36.8 31.6 15.0
Overexertion in lifting . . 14.6 12.8 13.0 24.9 25.7 11.7

Repetitive motion ..........ccccecevnee . 15.9 15 2.0 2.6 6.9 1.3

Exposure to harmful substances ................. 3.7 34 1.7 2.2 4.1 19.0

Transportation accidents ...........ccccoceeveennne. 9 35 1.6 2.1 1.4 .6

Fires and eXploSions ..........cccccvviveniencninens - 2 - 1 - 3

Assaults and violent acts ............cccceevrvnnne A 1 - 2 15 3
By person . 1 1 - 2 1.4 2
By other than person ...........cccocveviiiennnn - - - - A -

All other eVeNts ........cccovvvvvvniicieeeeeanne 11.7 9.1 12.3 13.9 10.1 3.9

1 Days-away-from-work cases include those which result in days away 421, 422, 423, 452, 473, and 478 were reclassified to Industry Group 451.
from work with or without restricted work activity. As a result, the 1996 estimates for these SIC’s and Major Industry Groups 42,
2 Excludes farms with fewer than 11 employees. 45, and 47 are not comparable to those for prior years. In addition, the 1996
3 Data conforming to OSHA definitions for mining operators in coal, estimates for transportation and public utilities may have more variability than
metal, and nonmetal mining and for employers in railroad transportation are those for prior years.
provided to BLS by the Mine Safety and Health Administration, U.S.
Department of Labor, and by the Federal Railroad Administration, U.S. NOTE: Dash indicates data are not available. Because of rounding and
Department of Transportation. Independent mining contractors are data exclusion of nonclassifiable responses, data may not sum to totals.
excluded from the coal, metal, and nonmetal industries.
4 In 1996, air courier operations previously classified in Industry Groups SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor
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TaBLE E-2. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and event or exposure, 1997

Event or exposure?2

(percent)
Total
Occupation fatalities . Exposure to
(number) Tran;porta- Assaults and °°!“a°t with harmful sub- | Fires and
tion : objects and Falls :
Lo violent acts# ) stances or explosions
incidents3 equipment X
environments
TOtAl oo 6,218 41.8 17.7 16.6 115 8.8 3.2
Managerial and professional
SPECIAltY oo 667 46.0 29.5 6.0 9.9 6.0 18
Executive, administrative, and
managerial .......cccccovereeeieeneneneene 417 36.2 37.2 7.0 12.2 4.6 2.2
Managers, food serving and
lodging establishments ................ 89 9.0 74.2 - 9.0 - -
Managers and administrators,
[T 207 41.1 25.1 10.6 13.0 6.8 24
Management related occupations 37 62.2 243 - 10.8 -
Professional specialty .........cccccceeeuene 250 62.4 16.8 4.4 6.0 8.4 -
Engineers, architects, and
SUIVEYOIS .o 45 68.9 - - 11.1 111 -
ENgINEers ......cccevvvevieeviiieeieens 40 65.0 - - 12.5 12.5 -
Health assessment and treating
OCCUPALIONS ....oovveieireiieiecieeeie 29 72.4 17.2 - - - -
Social, recreation, and religious
WOTKEFS ..t 28 67.9 14.3 - 14.3 - -
Writers, artists, entertainers, and
athletes ... 64 48.4 20.3 7.8 6.2 17.2 -
Athletes ......cooveviviiieeceeeee 26 38.5 - - - 38.5 -
Technical, sales, and administrative
SUPPOIT vt 733 41.2 46.9 3.1 4.1 34 11
Technicians and related support
OCCUPALIONS ..o 172 80.8 6.4 - 35 7.0 -
Engineering and related
technologists and technicians ..... 33 66.7 - - - - -
Technicians, except health,
engineering, and science ............ 114 93.0 - - - - -
Airplane pilots and navigators ... 100 100.0 - - - - -
Sales occupations ........cc.ccecevveneenne. 458 24.7 65.7 2.8 3.7 2.0 11
Supervisors and proprietors, sales
OCCUPALIONS ..oovvveeiiieciee s 223 13.9 73.5 4.5 4.5 2.2 -
Sales representatives, finance and
business services .........ccccoeenene. 40 62.5 30.0 - - - -
Sales workers, retail and personal
SEIVICES ..eivviveeriieieaieeiee e e 182 26.4 67.0 - 2.7 - -
Cashiers ......ccocevvvveeieneneee, 84 4.8 91.7 - - - -
Administrative support occupations,
including clerical ........c.ccoocvviiveinnne 103 48.5 311 6.8 6.8 3.9 -
Mail and message distributing
OCCUPALIONS ....oovveiieiieiieiiciieieie 28 85.7 14.3 - - - -
Material recording, scheduling,
and distributing clerks .................. 27 25.9 22.2 22.2 18.5 - -
Service 0CCUpations ......cccceeveverieeennns 492 329 42.3 4.3 8.9 5.7 5.7
Protective service occupations .......... 283 39.9 42.8 2.8 2.8 35 8.1
Firefighting and fire prevention
occupations, including
SUPEIVISOIS ..o sieeneeenens 49 34.7 - 10.2 - 8.2 44.9
Firefighting occupations 45 33.3 - 11.1 - 8.9 44.4
Police and detectives, including
SUPEIVISOIS ..vvvvvveeiiiesiieesieeenieeens 156 455 48.7 - 3.8 - -
Police and detectives, public
SEIVICES ..oiiviiiieiieie e niee e 97 42.3 53.6 - - - -
Sheriffs, bailiffs, and other law
enforcement officers ............... 36 52.8 44.4 - - - -
Guards, including supervisors ....... 78 32.1 56.4 - - 6.4 -

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE E-2. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and event or exposure, 1997 — Continued

Event or exposure?

(percent)
Total
Occupationt fatalities . Exposure to
(number) Transporta- | s gsayis ang | COMACt with harmful sub- | Fires and
tion : objects and Falls .
- violent acts4 . stances or explosions
incidents3 equipment ;
environments
Guards and police, except
public Service ........c.coveverennne 68 235 63.2 - - 7.4 -
Service occupations, except
protective and household ................ 205 234 41.0 6.3 17.6 8.8 24
Food preparation and service
occupations 63 6.3 74.6 - 9.5 6.3 -
COOKS ..ot 26 - 65.4 - - -
Cleaning and building service
occupations, except household ... 85 20.0 20.0 9.4 30.6 141 4.7
Janitors and cleaners ................ 73 20.5 15.1 8.2 32.9 16.4 55
Personal service occupations ........ 37 45.9 40.5 - - - -
Farming, forestry, and fishing ............ 923 43.7 6.5 329 6.9 7.9 2.1
Farming operators and managers ..... 386 51.3 6.5 28.0 5.7 5.7 2.8
Farmers, except horticultural ......... 296 52.7 6.1 26.7 7.1 5.1 24
Managers, farms, except
horticultural .........cccccocnininininnns 71 47.9 8.5 29.6 - 8.5 5.6
Other agricultural and related
OCCUPALIONS ..ot 349 40.4 9.7 26.4 10.6 11.2 1.7
Farm occupations, except
managerial ......cccoovevevereiieneenienn 229 46.7 11.8 25.8 6.1 7.0 2.6
Farm workers ........ccccceeeriienienne 200 47.0 12.0 25.0 6.0 7.5 25
Related agricultural occupations ... 120 28.3 5.8 275 19.2 19.2 -
Groundskeepers and gardeners,
exceptfarm .......cccccevviiininnn. 103 25.2 4.9 311 19.4 194 -
Forestry and logging occupations ..... 128 14.1 - 78.1 3.9 3.1 -
Timber cutting and logging
0CCUPALioNS ......cccvevereeene 110 14.5 - 79.1 - - -
Fishers, hunters, and trappers 60 76.7 - 6.7 - 13.3 -
Fishers, including vessel captains
and officers .......ccovvenvnieneninee. 58 75.9 - 6.9 - 13.8 -
Precision production, craft, and
TEPAIT it 1,094 194 6.4 225 27.0 19.0 5.5
Mechanics and repairers 325 23.4 9.2 32.6 135 13.8 7.1
Mechanics and repairers, except
SUPEIVISOIS .o 308 24.4 8.8 325 13.3 13.6 7.1
Vehicle and mobile equipment
mechanics, repairers ............... 135 30.4 12.6 311 7.4 8.9 9.6
Automobile mechanics and
apprentices .......covvvvereenienne 49 20.4 20.4 26.5 - 16.3 10.2
Bus, truck, and stationary
engine mechanics ............... 31 35.5 - 38.7 - - 19.4
Heavy equipment mechanics 32 375 - 375 12.5 - -
Industrial machinery repairers ... 31 - - 64.5 12.9 - -
Electrical and electronic
equipment repairers ................ 36 333 - - 25.0 25.0 -
Miscellaneous mechanics and
FEPAITETS ..ot 80 20.0 7.5 36.2 15.0 13.8 6.2
Construction trades ..........c.cceceeernenne. 593 17.0 3.9 12.1 39.8 23.6 34
Supervisors, construction
OCCUPALIONS ....ooviviiiiirienienienieae 73 28.8 6.8 16.4 28.8 13.7 -
SUPErvisors, N.e.C. ..c.ccvevvvervennenn 49 36.7 8.2 14.3 30.6 - -
Construction trades, except
SUPEIVISOIS ..veeeveiiieieeieeie s seeas 520 15.4 35 11.5 41.3 25.0 3.3
Carpenters and apprentices ...... 98 19.4 7.1 17.3 42.9 11.2 -
Electricians and apprentices ..... 94 16.0 - 11.7 18.1 46.8 6.4
Electrical power installers and
TEPAITETS ...ovevirieiceie e 48 - - 10.4 27.1 50.0 -

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE E-2. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and event or exposure, 1997 — Continued

Event or exposure2
| (percent)
Tota
Occupation? fatalities . Exposure to
(number) Trar;_sporta— Assaults and antatc t W't: Fall harmful sub- | Fires and
inci:jo(:nts3 violent acts4 (; ciﬁicp?nzrrlt als stances or explosions
environments
Painters, construction and
maintenance ...........cceeveeeeeee. 39 - - - 64.1 20.5 -
Plumbers, pipefitters,
steamfitters, and apprentices .. 36 194 - 194 30.6 25.0 -
ROOFErS ..o 55 9.1 - - 74.5 145 -
Structural metal workers . 45 - - - 80.0 11.1 -
Extractive occupations 75 17.3 - 50.7 9.3 8.0 13.3
Precision production occupations ...... 101 21.8 16.8 29.7 7.9 16.8 6.9
Plant and system operators ........... 28 14.3 - 17.9 14.3 39.3 -
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 2,161 52.2 9.1 18.1 9.6 7.5 3.2
Machine operators, assemblers, and
INSPECLONS ..ovveieiiieieeie e 221 14.0 8.6 37.6 11.8 13.1 14.0
Machine operators, assorted
materials .......ccooeveveiiiciee 89 7.9 9.0 42.7 6.7 20.2 135
Fabricators, assemblers, and hand
working occupations .................... 83 145 7.2 24.1 20.5 10.8 21.7
Welders and cutters .................. 61 9.8 - 26.2 19.7 131 24.6
Transportation and material moving
OCCUPALIONS ..ot 1,271 71.4 10.6 111 2.9 2.9 9
Motor vehicle operators ................. 1,026 75.0 12.1 7.3 2.6 2.1 7
Truck drivers .......cccoeeviviicninene 857 81.3 3.7 8.4 2.9 2.6 .8
Driver-sales workers ................. 44 70.5 25.0 - - - -
Taxicab drivers and chauffeurs 100 24.0 76.0 - - - -
Transportation occupations,
except motor vehicles ................. 76 81.6 5.3 5.3 - 5.3 -
Rail transportation occupations 27 92.6 - - -
Water transportation
OCCUPALIONS ...ocvviiiiiieiieieeine 49 75.5 8.2 - - 8.2 -
Sailors and deckhands .......... 32 75.0 - - -
Material moving equipment
OPErALOrS ..ocevveiieeeiiiesee e 169 45.6 4.1 36.7 5.3 6.5 -
Operating engineers .................. 47 38.3 8.5 38.3 - 10.6 -
Industrial truck and tractor
equipment operators .............. 36 58.3 - 38.9 - - -
Handlers, equipment cleaners,
helpers, and laborers .............c.c...... 669 28.3 6.3 25.1 21.7 14.3 4.0
Construction laborers 333 29.4 1.2 22.2 31.2 14.4 1.2
Freight, stock, and material
handlers ... 68 51.5 17.6 16.2 5.9 5.9 -
Laborers, except construction ....... 208 23.1 5.3 36.1 135 14.4 7.7
Military occupations ........ccccevevneee 94 72.3 11.7 3.2 - 9.6 -

1 Based on the 1990 Occupational Classification System developed by the
Bureau of the Census.

2 Based on the 1992 BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification
Manual.

3 Includes highway, nonhighway, air, water, and rail fatalities.

4 Includes violence by persons, self-inflicted injury, and assaults by
animals.

82 Compensation and Working Conditions Winter 1998

NOTE: Percentages may not add to totals because of rounding. There were
54 fatalities for which there was insufficient information to determine an
occupation classification. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria.

n.e.c. means "not elsewhere classified."

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Census of
Fatal Occupational Injuries, 1997



TaBLE E-3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and selected major industry division, 1997

Private industry3
(percent)
Total .
Occupation! fatalities? | A9ricul Trans-
ture, portation| Whole- .
(number) f - Con- Manu- Retail .
orestry | Mining . : and sale Services
struction | facturing ) trade
and public trade
fishing utilities
TOtal v 6,218 13.3 25 17.8 11.9 16.1 3.9 10.7 11.6
Managerial and professional
Specialty ..ccocvieviiiiiiie 667 15 15 12.3 10.2 5.2 3.0 12.1 34.2
Executive, administrative, and
managerial .........cocooeriiieninienens 417 1.9 1.0 18.5 12.0 5.0 43 18.0 21.3
Managers, food serving and
lodging establishments ................ 89 — - 6.7 - - - 68.5 18.0
Managers and administrators,
NLE.C. ettt 207 34 1.9 33.8 19.8 8.2 6.3 4.8 17.4
Management related occupations 37 - - - 10.8 - - - 35.1
Professional specialty ...........cccoccueeee 250 - 2.4 2.0 7.2 5.6 - 2.4 55.6
Engineers, architects, and
SUIVEYOIS ..o 45 - - - 20.0 13.3 - — 26.7
ENgineers ......cccccceveviiiiieneeenennns 40 — — - 22.5 15.0 — — 20.0
Health assessment and treating
OCCUPALIONS ...oovvvieiieiiieiie e 29 - - - - - - - 69.0
Social, recreation, and religious
WOFKEIS ..o 28 - - - - - - - 67.9
Writers, artists, entertainers, and
athletes ......ccccooeeeiiieee 64 - - - 7.8 - - - 75.0
Athletes ....coovvveeviieeee e 26 — - - - — — — 76.9
Technical, sales, and administrative
SUPPOIT et 752 24 - 9 7.8 10.8 7.2 45.5 11.0
Technicians and related support
OCCUPALIONS ..oovivieeiiiieeiiiee e 191 9.4 - 2.6 8.9 30.9 - — 23.6
Engineering and related
technologists and technicians ..... 33 - - 121 27.3 - - - 36.4
Technicians, except health,
engineering, and science ............ 133 135 - - 3.8 39.8 - - 16.5
Airplane pilots and navigators ... 118 15.3 - - - 44.1 - - 15.3
Sales occupations ..........ccceevceveeeninnen. 458 - - - 6.6 .9 10.0 72.7 35
Supervisors and proprietors, sales
OCCUPALIONS ...oovvieiieiiecriee e 223 - - - - - 14.3 83.0 -
Sales representatives, finance and
business services ..........ccccoeueeene 40 - - - 10.0 10.0 - - 15.0
Sales workers, retail and personal
SEIVICES ..oviiiiiiiieeiiiiie e 182 - - - 9.9 - 2.7 80.8 4.9
Cashiers ......ccccevervieeciiee e 84 - - - - - - 94.0 -
Administrative support occupations,
including clerical ..........cccccviviinenn. 103 - - - 11.7 175 5.8 8.7 21.4
Mail and message distributing
OCCUPALIONS ..oveviieiiiieeiiee e 28 - - - - 35.7 - - -
Material recording, scheduling,
and distributing clerks .................. 27 - - - 29.6 22.2 - 25.9 -
Service occupations ...........ccocceveeeennee. 492 - - - 1.4 1.6 - 15.2 29.5
Protective service occupations .......... 283 - - - - 1.4 - 3.5 17.0
Firefighting and fire prevention
occupations, including
SUPEIVISOrsS ........... 49 - - - - - - - -
Firefighting occupations ............ 45 - - - - - - - -
Police and detectives, including
SUPEIVISOIS .cuvviiieiriiieiienreesieeenns 156 - - - - - - - -
Police and detectives, public
SEIVICES ..oiiiiiieeiiiieeiieee e 97 - - - - - - - -
Sheriffs, bailiffs, and other law
enforcement officers ................ 36 - - - - - - - -

See footnotes at end of table.
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TasLE E-3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and selected major industry division, 1997 — Continued

Private industry3

(percent)
Total .
. " Agricul- Trans-
Occupation! fatalities? ture, portation| Whole- _
(number) f - Con- Manu- Retail .
orestry | Mining . . and sale Services
struction | facturing ) trade
and public trade
fishing utilities
Guards, including supervisors ....... 78 - - - - 5.1 - 12.8 60.3
Guards and police, except
public service ........cccceovrriieninen. 68 - - - - 5.9 - 14.7 67.6
Service occupations, except
protective and household ................ 205 - - - 2.4 2.0 - 31.7 45.4
Food preparation and service
OCCUPALIONS ..ocevvvveeiieeecieee e 63 - - - - - - 88.9 6.3
Cooks 26 - - - - - - 80.8
Cleaning and building service
occupations, except household ... 85 - - - 5.9 - - 10.6 50.6
Janitors and cleaners ................ 73 - - - 6.8 - - 12.3 43.8
Personal service occupations ........ 37 - - - - - - - 81.1
Farming, forestry, and fishing ............ 923 82.7 - - 12.6 5 - - 1.6
Farming operators and managers ..... 386 99.2 - - - - - -
Farmers, except horticultural ......... 296 99.7 - - - - - — -
Managers, farms, except
horticultural ..., 71 98.6 - - - - - - -
Other agricultural and related
OCCUPALIONS ..oeviiiiiiiieere e 349 88.8 - - - - - - 3.7
Farm occupations, except
managerial .........ccooeveieniiiniiennen. 229 96.9 - - - - - - -
Farm workers .........ccccoceninnns 200 96.5 - - - - - - -
Related agricultural occupations ... 120 73.3 - - - - - - 10.8
Groundskeepers and gardeners,
except farm ........cccocevevieennenn. 103 70.9 - - - - - - 11.7
Forestry and logging occupations ..... 128 9.4 - - 88.3 - - - -
Timber cutting and logging
OCCUPALIONS ...ooovviiiiieiieeiee e 110 8.2 - - 90.9 - - - -
Fishers, hunters, and trappers 60 96.7 - - - - - - -
Fishers, including vessel captains
and officers ......ccccvoeiinienen, 58 98.3 - - - - - - -
Precision production, craft, and
FEPAIT oottt 1,095 5 8.1 47.3 15.0 7.3 1.9 3.8 9.6
Mechanics and repairers ... 326 1.2 3.4 14.4 24.8 9.8 5.8 8.0 24.5
Mechanics and repairers, except
SUPEIVISOIS ...ooeeiiiriiieiieeieesiee e 309 13 3.6 14.9 23.6 10.0 5.8 8.4 24.6
Vehicle and mobile equipment
mechanics, repairers ............... 136 2.9 2.9 7.4 11.0 8.8 5.9 125 41.2
Automobile mechanics and
apprentices .........ccocveveenenenn 49 - - - - - - 20.4 65.3
Bus, truck, and stationary
engine mechanics ............... 31 - - - 194 22.6 12.9 12.9 22.6
Heavy equipment mechanics 32 - 125 31.2 18.8 - - - 125
Industrial machinery repairers ... 31 - - - 80.6 - - - -
Electrical and electronic
equipment repairers ................ 36 - - 22.2 13.9 38.9 - - -
Miscellaneous mechanics and
FEPAINETS ..vveeeiiee e 80 - - 20.0 27.5 5.0 10.0 7.5 21.2
Construction trades .........cc.cccvevveeueens 593 - .8 78.2 5.4 6.2 - 1.9 15
Supervisors, construction
OCCUPALIONS ...coiiiieiiieeeiiee e 73 - - 89.0 - 6.8 - - -
SUpPErVISOors, N.e.C. ..cceevvueeeennnnen. 49 - - 93.9 - - - - -
Construction trades, except
SUPEIVISOIS ..oeeiiiiieiiieeenieee e 520 - 1.0 76.7 6.2 6.2 - 21 1.7
Carpenters and apprentices ...... 98 - 86.7 5.1 - - 6.1 -
Electricians and apprentices ..... 94 - - 64.9 12.8 5.3 - - 43

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE E-3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation and selected major industry division, 1997 — Continued

Private industry3

(percent)
Total .
. L Agricul- Trans-
Occupation! fatalities? ture, portation | Whole- _
(number) f - Con- Manu- Retail .
orestry | Mining . . and sale Services
struction | facturing ) trade
and public trade
fishing utilities
Electrical power installers and
FEPAITEIS ...eeeeiiieeeiieeeeiiee e 48 - - 41.7 - 47.9 - - -
Painters, construction and
MaiNtenance .........cccoceeveeeneens 39 - - 84.6 - - - - -
Plumbers, pipefitters,
steamfitters, and apprentices .. 36 - - 72.2 16.7 - - - -
ROOTErS ..o 55 - - 98.2 - - - - -
Structural metal workers 45 - - 97.8 - - - - -
Extractive occupations ...........ccccceeeee 75 - 94.7 - - - - - -
Precision production occupations ...... 101 - - 4.0 50.5 10.9 - 5.0 15.8
Plant and system operators ........... 28 - - - 214 32.1 - - -
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 2,161 1.3 25 22.9 15.0 36.7 6.3 5.3 6.4
Machine operators, assemblers, and
INSPECLOrS ...vviiiiiieeiiiee e 221 2.3 2.3 17.6 58.4 5.0 6.3 — 5.4
Machine operators, assorted
Materials ........ccccovveeiriieeiiiieenns 89 - - - 71.9 6.7 10.1 - -
Fabricators, assemblers, and hand
working occupations .................... 83 - 4.8 41.0 33.7 4.8 - - 7.2
Welders and cutters .................. 61 - 6.6 50.8 24.6 - - - 6.6
Transportation and material moving
OCCUPALIONS ..oovivieeiiiiee e 1,271 9 3.0 9.1 9.6 56.5 6.9 5.4 4.9
Motor vehicle operators ................. 1,026 1.1 1.3 4.2 9.0 61.9 7.3 6.7 5.5
Truck drivers ........ccccovevvieeniene. 857 1.3 1.5 5.0 9.9 61.6 8.3 4.8 5.3
Driver-sales workers ................. 44 - - - 15.9 - 9.1 61.4 -
Taxicab drivers and chauffeurs 100 - - - - 98.0 - - -
Transportation occupations,
except motor vehicles ................. 76 - - - - 82.9 - - -
Rail transportation occupations 27 - - - - 85.2 - - -
Water transportation
OCCUPALIONS ....oocvieiieeiiieieenee 49 - - - - 81.6 - - -
Sailors and deckhands .......... 32 - - - - 78.1 - - -
Material moving equipment
OPEratorsS .....ccooccveveeeeeeeiiiiieeeeenn 169 — 13.0 41.4 17.2 11.8 7.1 — 3.6
Operating engineers .................. 47 - - 72.3 - - - - -
Industrial truck and tractor
equipment operators ............... 36 — — - 41.7 16.7 16.7 — —
Handlers, equipment cleaners,
helpers, and laborers ..........cc.cccc.... 669 1.8 1.6 50.7 10.9 9.6 5.2 6.3 9.6
Construction laborers .................... 333 - - 98.2 - - - - -
Freight, stock, and material
handlers ........ccccvenieiinnicce 68 - - - 10.3 55.9 5.9 16.2 -
Laborers, except construction ....... 208 5.8 3.8 - 26.9 12.0 13.9 6.2 23.1

1 Based on the 1990 Occupational Classification System developed

by the Bureau of the Census.

2 Includes private industry and government even though government

is not shown separately.

3 Classified according to the Standard Industrial Classification

Manual, 1987.

NOTE: Percentages do not add to totals because finance, insurance,

real estate and government industries are not shown separately due to
space limitations. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria.

n.e.c. means "not elsewhere classified."

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, in

cooperation with State and Federal agencies, Census of Fatal
Occupational Injuries, 1997
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